
Annual Report 2018Canada



We recognize, as convenors of leaders, we are not immune to leadership failure and disappointment.  Our US 
counterpart, the Willow Creek Association, found itself in a confusing leadership challenge as the founder of the 
Global Leadership Summit, amid his retirement, was accused of inappropriate use of power and sexual 
relationships during his leadership tenure. While this created a very difficult environment to lead our 
organization through – it deepened our dependence for wisdom on a God who sees and knows all. More 
importantly, it strengthened our resolve to grow leaders filled with compassion and grace for everyone.

You will notice we are now the Global Leadership Network Canada. This long-planned for name change 
reflects the global nature of our work and better represents our desire to be an organization that brings 
together networks of impact-makers!  Over the next year, this will open a whole new set of leadership 
resources for Canadians. We look forward to sharing them with you in 2019.

As you read through our Annual Report, know that your investment 
and involvement with the Global Leadership Network Canada is 
making a difference in our country and around the world. In this, 
you will see examples of impact as we intentionally reach out to 
youth, the influence we are having in the province of Quebec, and 
the fruits of our combined efforts in Cuba. All of this, on top of the 
amazing reach of the Summit in Canada to 33 sites and over 9,752 
people in 2018 alone.

Thank you for your continued engagement – we are excited to see 
how God is going to use the Global Leadership Summit in 2019.

See you there!

Lois & Robb Warren

Executive Directors 
Global Leadership Network Canada

MOVING INTO A NEW YEAR GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO DREAM, STRATEGIZE, 
AND PLAN BOLDLY. IT IS THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP - TO SEE WHAT MIGHT BE AND 
THEN HAVE THE COURAGE TO CONFIDENTLY STEP INTO IT.

At the Global Leadership Network Canada, we rejoice in the responsibility to influence a culture with a different 
kind of leadership. One that faces a society filled with fear, divisiveness, soundbites and thoughtlessness – 
head on.  And we tackle it by presenting a different and clear alternative. We believe in a style of leadership 
that cares about people, that seeks wisdom, that pursues excellence and effectiveness, and when we do these 
things, we are showing our love for God and others.

Our world needs strong, consistent, bold, 
courageous, integrity-infused leaders. People 
are longing for leaders who will unite rather 
than leaders who divide.”  – Craig Groeschel



Investing in Cuba

Influencing Quebec
Our first event was held in 2017, where we pioneered a one-day 
Quebec Summit experience with the generous help of a key 
sponsor, donor, champion and speaker. The historic event brought 
together those from healthcare, the marketplace, the local 
Chamber of Commerce and government. And while our first year 
was intended to pilot a one-day model, with live translation, it was 
obvious there were deeper, more consequential and lasting 
impacts. 2018 saw continued growth, with a theatre filled with over 
300 attendees from government, law enforcement, marketplace, 
journalism, education, as well as church leaders.  

In Quebec, the Summit has helped raise the level of understanding 
of the many roles individuals can engage in, to support and 
strengthen their communities, and the leadership training has 
been unparalleled. Local congregations have been reactivated and 
reenergized to be intentional about every opportunity to build 
relationships and truly love the people of their cities.  

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2018

Impacting the lives of 
Canadians and those 
around the world.

Impacting Youth
In 2018, we celebrated youth and held our first ever 
YOUTH SUMMIT in Burlington, Ontario. Watch what 
happened and what comes next!

CLICK TO WATCH

5 GLS sites

A 46% increase

We grew from

1,320 to 1,931

GLS in Cuba is becoming a movement. After pastors 
attend, they debrief what they have learned together  
and host small gatherings using the GLS talks. Our GLS 
partners are organizing Live Summit Experiences 
(VEC in Spanish) and are reaching 500 leaders!”

– Carlos Arroyo, Regional Director, GLS South America

https://vimeo.com/316482982


Key Stats and Figures in Canada

Canadian Premier
Host Sites

27+

Each site

attendees
150-850

900+
SITES

135
COUNTRIES

600+
NORTH AMERICAN

LOCATIONS
CANADIAN ATTENDEES

EXPECTED IN 2019

10,000+

2019
Around the world, in 2019, an estimated 
405,000 people are expected to participate in 
the Summit from the pews to the marketplace

In 2018, the Global Leadership 
Summit was hosted in both 

August and October to 

over 9,752 attendees  
in 33 sites.

In 2019, we anticipate 
reaching over  

10,000 Canadians 
from coast-to-coast.



Financial Snapshot

Sources of Revenue ($1.508M) 2018

Conferences 77% 
Donations 9% 
Resources & Membership 14%

 100%
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Use of Funds 2018

Canadian Operations 84% 
International Operations 5% 
Capital Reserve & New Initiatives 10% 
Development 1%
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5%

10%
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Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!  
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland.   Isaiah 43:18-19

Executive Leadership:

Lois Warren, Executive Director 
Robb Warren, Executive Director

Our Board of Directors  
& Executive Leadership
Board of Directors:

Jeff Lockyer, Chair Lead Pastor, Southridge Community Church, St. Catharines, ON
Amy Porteous, Secretary VP, Public Affairs, Planning and Family Medicine, Bruyère Continuing Care, Ottawa, ON
Jim Brown Partner, STRiVE Consulting, Guelph, ON
Gary Schwammlein President Emeritus, Global Leadership Network, South Barrington, IL
Rob Hoogendoorn Lead Pastor, Forest City Community Church, London, ON

A special thank you to our 2018 donors, sponsors, supporters and advocates.


